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there must be some predisposition to the affection, brought about probably 
by disturbance o£ nutrition. 

Myoma Multiplex of the Skin.— Crocker reports ( British Journal of Der¬ 
matology, January and February, 1897) an example of this rare affection, it 
being the eleventh recorded case. The patient was a man, forty-three years 
of age. Eighteen years before coming under the reporter’s observation a single 
tumor appeared on the lower jaw of the left side. Two years later another 
appeared about one inch from the first one; and since that time new ones 
gradually appeared until they formed a patch about an inch by an inch and 
a half in area, containing twenty-seven tumors varying in size from a hemp- 
seed to a large bean. They were brownish-red in color, firm to the touch, 
and entirely painless. The treatment consisted in the excision of the entire 
patch. 

The author presents likewise an abstract of all the cases hitherto reported. 
From an analysis of these it appears that in seven the affection occurred in 
females; in four in males. The age at which the disease first made its 
appearance varied from infancy to sixty years; the size of the tumor3 varied 
from a millet-seed to a hazelnut; the number was very variable, and while 
in some cases they occurred singly, in most there was a marked tendency to 
form groups. The color was brownish-red or some shade of red, and the skin 
over the tumors was always normal. A microscopical exa m ination of the 
author’s case Bhowed that the epidermis was unaffected, the growth being 
seated for the most part in the deep part of the corium, leaving the papillary 
body free in some sections, but going up to the papillae in others. The small 
tumors were seen to be situated about the hair-follicle, the follicle being sur¬ 
rounded with a thick layer of smooth muscular fibres. These could also be 
seen in some sections about the sebaceous and sweat-follicles. Bloodvessels 
were not numerous, but where present showed evident thickening cf the 
muscular coat. 
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Shock in Obstetric Surgery.—In the American Gynecological and Obstet¬ 
rical Journal, April, 1897, Coe, of New York, contributes an interesting 
paper upon this topic. He cites six cases in which delivery by forceps and 
embryotomy was followed by shock which in four cases proved fatal. He 
adds a case of ruptured uterus in which the rupture was not detected at 
labor, in which the patient died after abdominal section. He also describes 
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a case of a patient who had aborted and suffered from, severe shock after 
curetting. His list of cases closes with that of a patient who perished from 
shock accompanied by rapidly developed pulmonary oedema. 

Coe has observed that this complication is most apt to occur in fat, neu¬ 
rotic women often in comfortable circumstances, and sometimes accustomed 
to luxury. Old primipar® are especially exposed to this danger. 

[The reviewer is in full accord with Dr. Coe in the warning which he 
expresses in this paper. No medical man is burdened with so heavy a 
responsibility or obliged to work in such unfavorable conditions as the 
obstetrician. All who practise obstetrics shonld unite in educating the 
comm uni ty to acknowledge the fact that a difficult labor requires the care 
and assistance which are invariably employed in conducting abdominal 
sections. Unless such precautions be taken, the mortality-rate of difficult 
confinements in private houses must always remain a very high one.] 

The Treatment of Fibroid Tumors Complicating Pregnancy and Labor. 
—At a recent meeting of the Obstetrical Society of France {Gazette Heb- 
domadaire , 1897, No. 34) Keiffer read an extended paper upon this subject, 
in which he drew the following conclusions: hysterectomy in fibroid uteri 
in pregnant patients is demanded for four indications: (1) when, indepen¬ 
dently of. pregnancy, the fibroid tumor would make hysterectomy justifiable; 

(2) when the fibroid occupies such a position that labor would be impossible; 

(3) when the tumor is degenerating, or suppurating, and when a retained 
placenta complicates the case; (4) hysterectomy should be performed in a 
case of labor complicated by fibroid tumor of the uterus after the child has 
been extracted by Caesarean section. 

Habitual Abortion.— Ckarpentier contributed a paper upon this subject 
at the recent meeting of the Obstetrical Society of France {Gazette Heb¬ 
domadair e, No. 34,1897), in which he stated that four classes of patients are 
especially liable to repeated abortion. The first of these have some malfor¬ 
mation of the uterus which prevents its normal development during preg¬ 
nancy. Frequent contractions of the womb follow conception, and abortion 
finally occurs about the second or third month. A second class is com¬ 
posed of those women in whom the womb is abnormally displaced. They 
sometimes go to five or five and a half months. A third class of patients 
exhibits intense congestion about the neck and body of the uterus during 
pregnancy. These women sometimes bleed during pregnancy at the usual 
time for menstruation. Others suffer greatly from hemorrhoids. A fourth 
class especially liable to abortion are those in whom a tumor of the uterus, 
either in the neck or body, is present; such are cases of fibroid tumor or sar¬ 
coma. It is evident ihat the treatment of these patients should be addressed 
to remedying the existing condition which causes the abortion. 

The Temperature of Breast-milk.— Smester, in the Maladies de VEnfance , 
1897, No. 15, has made experiments upon the temperature of milk as it is 
taken from the breast of the mother. He used a form of breast-pump 
containing a thermometer, so that the temperature of milk could be meas¬ 
ured without admitting the external air. He finds that as the milk enters 



